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Church Flowers
Would you like to have flowers in Church in memory 
of a loved one or to remember an anniversary, a 

wedding, a bap�sm, to celebrate a special event or for 
no par�cular reason.

The flowers can be an arrangement, fresh flowers 
in a vase or a pot plant. It does not have to be 

expensive.

For more informa�on please contact 
Meryl Foster (Castleknock) or Anne O'Connor (Clonsilla)

Parish Contacts:
Rector: Rev. Colin McConaghie 087 3466140

Diocesan Readers: Stella Obe (087 2237402) &
   Olive Good (087 2451310)
Parish Readers: Femi Adoyebi & 
   Blessing Obioha

Parish Website: www.castleknock.dublin.anglican.org

Parish Administrator: Jenny McGrath

Parish Office:
Castleknock Parish Office, Main Street, 
Castleknock, Dublin 15.
01 820 0040 cmcparishoffice@gmail.com
Hours: 9.30 a.m. - 1.00 p.m. weekdays
(Closed Wednesdays)

Castleknock Na�onal School
Principal: Mrs Sandra Moloney
01 820 2611

The CMC Times:
Editor: Philip Good

If you wish to comment on or contribute to The CMC 
Times, the email address is: thecmc�mes@gmail.com

Come join us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/
cmcparish or on Instagram on @cmcparish

If any parishioners are unwell or due to go into 
hospital, please let us know so we can visit. 

Contact details to the le�.

Print Deadline

The next edi�on of The CMC Times will be for 
May 2026.  The deadline for ar�cles / photos 
will be Wednesday 15th April 2026.

RECTOR WRITES

http://www.castleknock.dublin.anglican.org
mailto:cmcparishoffice@gmail.com
http://thecmctimes@gmail.com
http://www.facebook.com/cmcparish
http://www.facebook.com/cmcparish
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RECTOR WRITES
Dear Friends,

For Holy Week and Easter this year I have chosen the 
theme “One Step at a Time” as our focus as we follow in 
the footsteps of Jesus from the triumphant entry into 
Jerusalem on Palm Sunday to the agonising walk with the 
cross to Calvary to walking out of the tomb. I would 
encourage as many of you as possible to journey with us 
on this most Holy of Weeks, a week which enriches our 
faith and reminds us of the price paid for us by a God who 
loved the world so much that he sent his one and only 
Son to die on the cross so we could have eternal life.

In recent weeks our world has been plunged into the 
depths of yet another conflict in very lands where Jesus 
walked and people in the Middle East, along with other 
parts of the world, living in the very real fear of bombs 
and violence. While we may not be in fear of bombings, 
many of you will be concerned about rela�ves living 
overseas, travel and the escala�ng prices of fuel, among 
other everyday goods. In such �mes as these, as we listen 
to the news and are uncertain of what each day will 
bring, we seem to be nego�a�ng life “one step at a �me.”

O�en in church we seem to be treading “one step at a 
�me” with uncertainty and fears of what the future will 
hold. For many who have been parishioners for many 
years, there are real concerns about where the next 
genera�on will come from to keep the church going into 
the future. For those who sit on select vestries or lead our 
organisa�ons, there is always the ques�on of where new 
faces will come from and how we can get others involved.

The idea of taking “one step at a �me” is never a bad one, 
Jesus himself once told his us “do not worry about 
tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about itself. Each day 
has enough trouble of its own.” It is o�en prudent and 
wise to be cau�ous and to ensure that we do take each 
day as it comes. However, my mind wanders to that first 
Easter morning when the footsteps of Jesus' followers, 
who had no doubt walked slowly with heavy steps on the 
day of the crucifixion, turn to running and urgency on 
finding the empty tomb. Mary could not wait to share the 
news that Jesus was alive, there was an urgency and 
purpose to her step as she hurried from the empty tomb.

O�en we can get caught up in viewing the church as 

being in survival mode, carefully 
naviga�ng “one step at a �me”, 
trying to maintain buildings or 
simply keep the doors open. When we move from 
mission to maintenance, we can so easily forget that 
wonderful truth of the Easter message “Jesus has Risen.” 
Our Lord and Saviour overcame death and the grave and 
we have a wonderful message of Good News to share 
with the world just as those disciples did on that first 
Easter morn.

As we travel “one step at a �me”, we should do so buoyed 
by that wonderful message we are sent to proclaim. We 
should rejoice at all the good things that God has done 
and con�nues to do in our churches. We should trust that 
God will look a�er tomorrow, that God’s church will 
always triumph and that there is much for us to be glad 
about here in Castleknock, Mulhuddart and Clonsilla.

We should also remember that all of us have a part to 
play in this mission, all of us are called to share that good 
news and all of us are called to see God’s church flourish 
and grow in this place, not simply to be maintained.

Let us walk together through this Holy Week and Easter 
season carrying with us, not just the cross, but by the 
truth of the glorious Easter morn. I encourage all of you 
to come and worship with us over this �me and I urge 
each one of us to look at how we can contribute. Our 
Easter General Vestries are in April, I make no apology for 
saying you should be there interested in finding out about 
the running of our churches and asking yourself is there a 
part to play.

Together we must seek to walk together, a step at a �me,  
a prayer at a �me, encouragement at a �me to ensure 
that the glorious news of Easter is shared with our 
community and beyond.

I wish you all God’s richest blessing for Easter and if you 
are able to have a break, I trust you are able to relax and 
re-energise.

God bless.

Rev Colin
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SERVICES FOR APRIL 2026

Sunday 29 March The Sixth Sunday in Lent / Palm Sunday - 

10.00 a.m. United Holy Communion Service - Walking 
from Triumph to Despair St. Mary's

Monday 30 March Monday in Holy Week

8.00 p.m. Holy Week Service - Walking with Scented 
Feet St. Brigid's

Tuesday 31 March Tuesday in Holy Week

8.00 p.m. Holy Week Service - Walking with the Light 
of Christ St. Mary's

Wednesday 1 Wednesday in Holy Week

10.30 a.m. Holy Communion Castleknock Parish Centre

8.00 p.m. Holy Week Service - Walking in the Wrong 
Direction St. Brigid's

Thursday 2 Maundy Thursday

6.30 p.m. Last Supper Meal Together and Eucharist - 
Dirty Feet Washed Clean Castleknock Parish Centre

Friday 3 Good Friday

10.00 a.m. Ecumenical Walk with the Cross starting in Laurel Lodge

8.00 p.m. Holy Week Service - Walking with the 
Weight of the Cross St. Mary's

Sunday 5 Easter Sunday

6.00 a.m. Dawn Eucharist St. Thomas'

10.00 a.m. Family Worship with Holy Communion St. Mary's

11.30 a.m. Family Worship with Holy Communion St. Brigid's

The Wednesday service of Holy Communion con�nues in Castleknock Parish Centre at 10.30 a.m.
Live streaming will con�nue from St. Brigid’s Church on Sundays at 11.30 a.m.
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SERVICES FOR APRIL 2026

Wednesday 8 10.30 a.m. Holy Communion Castleknock Parish Centre

Saturday 11

4.00 p.m. Confirmation Service St. Brigid’s

Sunday 12 The Second Sunday of Easter

10.00 a.m. Holy Communion St. Mary’s

11.30 a.m. Holy Communion St. Brigid’s

Wednesday 15 10.30 a.m. Holy Communion Castleknock Parish Centre

Sunday 19 The Third Sunday of Easter

10.00 a.m. Morning Prayer & MU Enrolment St. Mary’s

11.30 a.m. Morning Prayer St. Brigid’s

Wednesday 22 10.30 a.m. Holy Communion Castleknock Parish Centre

Sunday 26 The Fourth Sunday of Easter

10.00 a.m. Service of the Word St. Mary’s

11.30 a.m. Cornerstone St. Brigid’s

8.00 p.m. Holy Communion St. Thomas'

Wednesday 29 10.30 a.m. Holy Communion Castleknock Parish Centre

Sunday 3 May The Fifth Sunday of Easter

10.00 a.m. Holy Communion St. Mary’s

11.30 a.m. Holy Communion St. Brigid’s

The Wednesday service of Holy Communion con�nues in Castleknock Parish Centre at 10.30 a.m.
Live streaming will con�nue from St. Brigid’s Church on Sundays at 11.30 a.m.



6 The CMC Times - April 2026

UPCOMING EVENTS
Holy Week and Easter Sunday
Please join us if you can as we journey through Holy Week towards the agony of Good Friday and the cost of the cross 
to the jubilant celebra�on of Easter Sunday.

Our theme this year is “One Step at a Time” and you can see from the leaflet on the next page the services �mes for 
the week.

Maundy Thursday will be par�cularly special as we combine our service with ac�vi�es for the children all in 
Castleknock Parish Centre. Star�ng at the earlier �me of 6.30pm the adults will worship in the main hall as we reflect 
upon the washing of the feet at the Last Supper while the children enjoy some arts and cra�s in the smaller hall. We 
will then come together for a meal before sharing in the Lord’s Supper together. If anyone would like to help with the 
cra�s or to prepare a “one pot” dish for sharing, please speak to Rev Colin or Olive.

On Good Friday we look forward to 
joining with our friends from the Roman 
Catholic community for our annual 
Ecumenical Walk with the Cross from 
Laurel Lodge to Beech Park then 
finishing in St Brigid’s. We also meet on 
Good Friday evening in Clonsilla. 

On Easter Sunday we have three special 
services star�ng with the Dawn Service 
in St Thomas’, Mulhuddart. Then a 
Family Worship with Holy Communion 
in both Clonsilla and Castleknock. There 
will also be an “Egg Hunt” a�er each 
service (mostly for the children!).

Confirma�on 2026
Confirma�on classes finished in March ahead of the Archbishop coming to 
confirm our young people at a special service on Saturday 11th April at 4pm in St 
Brigid’s, Castleknock. 

Our final class saw us look at the sacraments of Bap�sm and Holy Communion 
before our rehearsal ahead of the service.

It has been wonderful having our young people in church over the past few 
months and we hope that will con�nue following their confirma�on. Please keep 
all the candidates in your prayers as they prepare for this important step in their 
own journey of faith.
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Please join us if you can as we journey through Holy Week towards the agony of Good Friday and the cost of the cross 
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Castleknock National School
It has been a very busy month in CNS with lots of trips and ac�vi�es taking place.

At the end of February pupils from 5th & 6th Class took part in the FAI Primary Schools 5-a-side Boys 
& Girls tournaments.  The children played their best and enjoyed their days at the tournament.

Pupils from the a�erschool’s Chess Club par�cipated in a local School’s Chess tournament in Diswellstown.

Two teams of pupils from 6th Class took part in the Community Credit Union and Blanchardstown and District Credit 
Union School Quizzes and showed off all their knowledge by achieving very good results.

We were delighted to welcome Ireland AM to the school on the 26 February and Deric Har�gan interviewed the 
teachers and pupils in 5th and 6th Class about their projects on food for Science Blast.  The teachers and pupils featured 
in a number of segments on the programme throughout the morning.  Monday 2 March saw 5th and 6th Class pupils 
a�end Science Blast in the RDS where they exhibited their projects.

The pupils in 6th Class visited Trinity Business School on 4 March and par�cipated in a talk and workshop about 
leadership.  They also had a tour of the Books of Kells and undertook some VR ac�vi�es before being treated to pizza 
for lunch before returning to school. 4th Class pupils also went on a trip to Blanchardstown Library on the 6 March to 
par�cipate in an Ice-cream/Engineer your own Freezer workshop. At the �me of wri�ng, ‘Seachtain na Gaeilge’ is now 
underway and everyone is enjoying using ‘Cúpla Focail’ and par�cipa�ng in a wide variety of ac�vi�es as they celebrate 
our language and culture.

Youth Group

Castleknock Girls’ Brigade

ORGANISATIONS NEWSORGANISATIONS NEWS
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in a number of segments on the programme throughout the morning.  Monday 2 March saw 5th and 6th Class pupils 
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underway and everyone is enjoying using ‘Cúpla Focail’ and par�cipa�ng in a wide variety of ac�vi�es as they celebrate 

Youth Group
While numbers were small for Youth Group in March, we had a really fun evening themed around the 
Fruit of the Spirit. We had a number of fruit themed challenges including “surgery” on sliced up fruit and crea�ng the 
best fruit mocktail. Rev Colin reminded us that the Fruit of the Spirit guides us to live 
in a way that honours others rather than bring them down.

We next meet on the changed Sunday of 19th April at 6pm in Castleknock Parish 
Centre when our newly confirmed young people will be invited to join us for the first 
�me. 

Castleknock Girls’ Brigade
The past month has been very busy with GB compe��ons.  We were very proud of the girls as they took 
part in various compe��ons in PE, Musical Theatre and Cra�. 

For their Cra� Compe��ons this year, the girls in Explorers, Juniors and Seniors all had to make paper 
flowers. The various flower arrangements were delivered to HQ at the end of January and we were 
delighted to hear that a number of the girls were placed in their age brackets:
Explorers (5-6 years) Noa Dowling  1st Place
   Poppy Hutchinson 2nd Place
Seniors (12-13 years) Emma Shine 4th Place
   Sarah McGeever and Alex Middleton  Highly Commended.

We entered teams in the Junior/Senior Teamwork and Modern Dance compe��ons, the Drill Down, and the Brigaders into the 
Modern Dance and Solo Compe��ons.  We are delighted to report the following results:
Junior Senior Teamwork  4th Place
Junior Senior Modern Team 3rd Place and Highly Commended

Last weekend, the Juniors, Seniors and Brigaders had a great day of fun at the Musical Compe��on, where they performed 
songs from Mamma Mia.  

We are looking forward to our Annual Display, which will be held on Friday 24 April in Castleknock Community College at 7.30 
pm.  Everyone is welcome to come along and support the girls as they show off some of the work they have done this year.

Olive Good

ORGANISATIONS NEWS
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ORGANISATIONS NEWS
Tiny Tots
Tiny Tots con�nues to be enjoyed by so many li�le ones and their parents and carers in our community when they 
meet on Thursday mornings in Castleknock Parish Centre. During March they 
had a number of themed ac�vi�es including making Mother’s Day cards and 
seed plan�ng.

We are so grateful for our brilliant Tiny Tots team who make it such a huge 
success.

Cra� Corner

ORGANISATIONS NEWS

Wednesday Club
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Cra� Corner
We had a great turnout and a very produc�ve morning in February crea�ng our garden thermometers. We glued 
wooden thermometers to a prepared piece of wood that had a hook.  Then we arranged mosaic �les to decorate 
them.  A�er we enjoyed a chat and a cuppa we were able to grout the �les to secure them.

Well done to all – they looked amazing.

ORGANISATIONS NEWS

Wednesday Club
You will find below our programme for the next couple of months. We will be sending out 
more details later. If you are interested in a�ending any of the events, please let one of the 
Commi�ee members know.

WEDNESDAY
CLUB

Date Venue More Details

Thursday 30th April Li�le Museum
Cost is €16 for seniors. Tour takes about an hour and is 
booked from  12 noon. Wheelchair accessible. More 
details to follow.

Wednesday 27th May Botanic Gardens €5 per person for a Tour of the flowers and borders.

25th June Thursday Shackleton Gardens, Athy

Wheelchair accessible on all floors. Cost is €14.50 for 
seniors.  Group rate available for groups of 15 or more.   
Self guided tour but guided tour can be organised. Small 
cafe holds about 16 people inside.  Outdoor sea�ng also.  
There are other cafes close by on the Square. 

29th July Lunch at Bec�ve Stud More details later.

There will be a break for August.
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Every year around Easter, I, along with colleagues up and down the country, try our best to encourage people to 
a�end our churches Easter General Vestries, yet o�en these appeals fall on deaf ears and in many churches the same 
few people appear year on year.

THIS CANNOT BE THE CASE IN OUR CHURCHES, YOUR CHURCH NEEDS YOU!

Easter General Vestries take place in Church of Ireland Parishes throughout Ireland over a 4/5 week period either side 
of Easter. This year our Easter General Vestries will be held on Tuesday 14th April 8pm for Castleknock and 
Mulhuddart in Castleknock Parish Centre and Thursday 18th April 7.30pm for Clonsilla in St Mary’s.

The Easter General Vestry is the Annual General mee�ng for the church in which you learn what has happened over 
the past year, the church finances and the Rector's plans for the year ahead. The Select Vestry is also elected for the 
coming year with all those on the Easter General Vestry Register eligible to vote and be elected. Of course coming to 
the Easter General Vestry does not mean you’ll be voted on, it is okay to come along, in fact it is good prac�ce for all 
parishioners to do so and is strongly encouraged. This is a triennial year so there are other important roles to be 
elected including Parochial Nominators (the people who chose a new rector when needed) and Diocesan Synod Reps.

We are blessed in our churches to have a group of dedicated people who give up of their �me and gi�s to serve our 
churches. But, like every church there is a danger of us relying upon and over burdening the same people over and 
over again. The best way for a church to thrive is for as many people to play their part and to share the workload.

This year in par�cular we are looking for people with skill and experience in finance as both of our treasurers, Alex 
and Gordon, feel it is �me to hand over the role to new faces.

The Select Vestries also need new people to ensure we have fresh eyes and also new thoughts as we seek to con�nue 
to grow our churches and ensure they are maintained to the best standards. Perhaps you have skills in property 
management, building knowledge, administra�on or grant applica�ons. Maybe you’ve a background in health and 
safety or risk assessments. These and so many other gi�s and skills can be put to good use on our Vestries.

As churches we cannot operate without the willingness of people to volunteer and use their gi�s for God’s glory. 
Please carefully consider and pray about how you might be able to get involved and even if it is just to hear about the 
running of our churches please put the date of the Easter General Vestry for your church into your diary and make a 
commitment to coming along.

As Rector I am so thankful for those who 
give up of their �me and talents to serve 
our church community through Select 
Vestry and in so many other ways. These 
people enable us more than I do to be 
church and to have church in our 
communi�es. They simply need more 
people to share the load and to get 
involved.

EASTER GENERAL VESTRIES 2026 NEWS
Daffodil Day Coffee Morning
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Easter General Vestries take place in Church of Ireland Parishes throughout Ireland over a 4/5 week period either side 

The Select Vestries also need new people to ensure we have fresh eyes and also new thoughts as we seek to con�nue 

NEWS
Daffodil Day Coffee Morning
On Friday 20th March there was a wonderful Daffodil Day Coffee Morning in Castleknock Parish Centre in aid of Irish 
Cancer Research. 

A massive thank you and well done to Shirley and all the team for this wonderful event which saw people streaming 
into the Hall to support this very important fundraising event and in doing so enjoy the vast array of delicious home 
baked goods and enjoy the cha�ng over tea and coffee.

This annual event is always so well supported by you our parishioners and the local community with over €4,600 
being raised at the last update.
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Birthday Gree�ngs
It was lovely to have an extra reason for celebra�on in 
Clonsilla on Sunday 20th March as we marked a big 
birthday milestone for Evie Bea�e who is our oldest 
parishioner s�ll able to make it out to church regularly 
in St Mary’s.

Rev Colin presented her with a cake as we sang happy 
birthday following the service.

Many happy returns Evie!

Marriage Congratula�ons
We wish every blessing to Alan and Jenny who were 
married at a service in St Brigid’s, Castleknock on 
Thursday 12th March. It was a wonderful day of 
celebra�on as Jenny and Alan were surrounded by 
family and friends including their daughter Hailey for 
their special day.

Jenny has been a leader 
in our Girls' Brigade for a 
number of years and she 
was joined by a number 
of the GB leaders to help 
her celebrate.

We wish Jenny and Alan 
God’s richest blessing as 
they begin married life 
together.

NEWS

Croí Mháire Foodbank
We con�nue to support Croí Mháire Foodbank as they 
provide help to individuals and families who are 
struggling in our local area. Dona�ons of non-perishable 
food items can be le� at any of our services with a focus 
being on the 4th Sunday of each month. 

We are most thankful to the volunteers who have 
stepped in to con�nue this ministry and ensure the 
dona�ons are brought to the Foodbank.

Scan to Pay
If you would like to make a contribution to the upkeep 
of our churches you can do so by scanning the QR code.

CHURCH GROWTH CONFERENCE
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The Church Growth Conference in Dublin on 25th April is an opportunity to learn and share ideas about how to grow 
our churches. It would be great to have our churches represented on the day. If you would like to a�end, please 
speak to Rev Colin.

CHURCH GROWTH CONFERENCE
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You can support our church mission trip to Cambodia in July 2026 through “Buy a Brick.” Donate to the build at any 
�me in cash or directly through our online fundraising page.
h�ps://habita�reland.enthuse.com/cf/cmc-cambodia2026

If you donate via our online page and your dona�on is for our Buy A Brick campaign, please note it in the comment 
sec�on or let one of the team know. A massive thank you to all who have donated so far, the team really appreciates 
your support.

We know that many of you would have liked to join the team but are unable to do so for numerous reasons or have 
asked about suppor�ng the team financially. If anyone would like to make a larger dona�on to perhaps support a 
team member cover the cost, please speak to Rev Colin or Olive Good.

Remember you don’t have to li� a hammer to be part of the 
mission project.

Habitat for Humanity Mission Trip 2026
With the monies shortly needing to be forwarded to Habitat for Humanity to cover the build 
part of the project, the team are asking for your generosity in helping to cover the build project.

The Buy A Brick House has made it’s return and we would love to see it filled with the names of donors as we join 
together in suppor�ng this wonderful project.

HABITAT FOR HUMANITY 2026 NEWS
Diocese of Jerusalem Link

Parish Centre Fundraising
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NEWS
Diocese of Jerusalem Link
As many of you will know I was meant to travel to Jerusalem in March along with the Archbishop and a few other 
members of clergy from our Dioceses to link up with our partner Diocese of Jerusalem and the Middle East. Due to 
the latest conflict in the region travel was not possible at this �me but we were able to meet together on Wednesday 
18th March for a short �me online.

The �me together as always was based on Scripture as we shared from Romans 8: 35-29. Archbishop Hosam 
reminded us that when Paul wrote his le�er in the midst of the threat of persecu�on and even death, he didn’t try to 
give answers for the hardship the people faced but rather reminded them that even through the bleakest of 
circumstances nothing can separate us from the love of Christ. Following reflec�ons from both Archbishop Hosam 
and Archbishop Michael, the clergy shared together their own reflec�ons on the conflict and how this affected our 
congrega�ons both in the Middle East and here in Ireland.

It was a wonderful �me together of solidarity and friendship as we 
shared together and learnt from one another. We con�nue to keep our 
friends and all who live under the threat of violence, war and genocide 
in our prayers and we con�nue to speak up for the innocent people 
who are caught up in conflicts across the world.

Rev Colin

Parish Centre Fundraising
As the Parish Centre has undergone major refurbishment in the past two years. With the work on the kitchen and 
also major worked needed to replace the lead on the roof we will have spent close to €300,000 on the building to 
ensure it continues to be an asset for not only parish activities but also for the whole community.

I know for the vast majority of so many of our parishioners, the Parish Centre has played a major role in your lives and 
of your families. Some of you were involved in the project some thirty years ago to extend the original building to the 
wonderful Centre we have today and we want to continue to honour your legacy and vision. Some others, or your 
children, will have attended our parish organisations over the years. Maybe you grew up in BB, GB or Guides, went to 
Pathfinders, Youth Group or Sunday Club in the Centre. Others of you will have played bowls or table tennis, made 
crafts, served teas and coffees, enjoyed Parish Fairs. Maybe you even did Ballet, sang in a community choir or have 
children in School Kids Aloud, the list is endless!

We are asking if you are in a position to do so and you would like help to ensure the Parish Centre continues to be a 
place for our church and community that you might consider making a one-off donation during this time of Lent.

All donations, large or small would be gratefully accepted. You can place a donation on the collection plate or into the 
Parish Office in an envelope marked “Parish Centre Fund” or if you wish to do a bank transfer, please use the 
following details marking your donation Parish Centre Fund.

Castleknock Parish Parochial Fund
IBAN - IE82AIBK93251503567080
BIC -  AIBKIE2D
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NEWS
Mothering Sunday
On Mothering Sunday it was lovely to give all the ladies a li�le gi� of flowers to mark the special day and remind 
them how wonderful they all are. Stella preached on 
the need for all of us to be strong mothers in passing 
on the faith to the next genera�on.

We are so grateful to all the women in our church 
family and thank God for all of you.
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