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Church Flowers
Would you like to have flowers in Church in memory 
of a loved one or to remember an anniversary, a 

wedding, a bap�sm, to celebrate a special event or for 
no par�cular reason.

The flowers can be an arrangement, fresh flowers 
in a vase or a pot plant. It does not have to be 

expensive.

For more informa�on please contact 
Meryl Foster (Castleknock) or Anne O'Connor (Clonsilla)

Parish Contacts:
Rector: Rev. Colin McConaghie 087 3466140

Diocesan Readers: Stella Obe (087 2237402) &
   Olive Good (087 2451310)
Parish Readers: Femi Adoyebi & 
   Blessing Obioha

Parish Website: www.castleknock.dublin.anglican.org

Parish Administrator: Jenny McGrath

Parish Office:
Castleknock Parish Office, Main Street, Castleknock, 
Dublin 15.
01 820 0040 cmcparishoffice@gmail.com
Hours: 9.30 a.m. - 1.00 p.m. weekdays
(Closed Wednesdays)

Castleknock Na�onal School
Principal: Mrs Sandra Moloney
01 820 2611

The CMC Times:
Editor: Philip Good

Cover Photo:
Stained glass window of Saint Patrick from Down 
Cathedral.

If you wish to comment on or contribute to The CMC 
Times, the email address is: thecmc�mes@gmail.com

Come join us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/
cmcparish or on Instagram on @cmcparish

If any parishioners are unwell or due to go into 
hospital, please let us know so we can visit. 

Contact details to the le�.

Print Deadline
The next edi�on of The CMC Times will be for 
April 2026.  The deadline for ar�cles / photos 
will be Friday 13th March 2026.

RECTOR WRITES

http://www.castleknock.dublin.anglican.org
mailto:cmcparishoffice@gmail.com
http://thecmctimes@gmail.com
http://www.facebook.com/cmcparish
http://www.facebook.com/cmcparish
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RECTOR WRITES
Dear Friends,

I’m sure many of you have been watching the Winter 
Olympics over the last couple of weeks and been amazed 
at the skills and bravery of those who take part. Quite 
o�en we’ve witnessed athletes throwing themselves into 
the air on skis or snowboards or throwing themselves off 
massive ski jumps.

Before the compe��ons began I was unaware of the 
American Ice Skater Llia Malinin, who I discovered to be 
quite the internet sensa�on on Tik Tok and elsewhere. 
Llia entered the Winter Olympics as a massive favourite 
in men's figure ska�ng having been unbeaten in 
compe��on for almost three years. He certainly didn’t 
seem to be lacking in confidence. He gave himself the 
nickname “quad god” thanks to his excellence in the 
quad axel (spinning around four �mes in the air). For his 
rou�nes Llia dances to a soundtrack bearing his own 
voice over music. Coming into the compe��on as two 
�me World champion and four �me US Na�onal 
champion and the only skater ever to complete that 
quadruple loop in a compe��on, his confidence seemed 
well placed.

Llia was well ahead following the first skate and even his 
compe�tors seemed to be happy ska�ng for the silver. 
However, from the moment he took to the ice in the free 
skate, Llia looked nervous, the quad loop was just over a 
double and the rou�ne lacked all the promised drama. As 
the rou�ne con�nued, Llia eventually ended up on the 
ice a�er not one but two falls. As the judges began to 
give their scores there were gasps from the stands and a 
look of shock on the other compe�tors. Llia was placed 
15th for his free skate leaving him 8th overall. A shocked 
Mikhail Shaidorov from Kazakhstan realised he had won 
the gold medal, Llia was distraught, unbelief of how he 
had failed on the biggest stage when it seemed the gold 
medal was already around his neck.

As I watched on the TV I couldn’t help but think of that 
old phrase “talking a good game.” It didn’t ma�er about 
the self-belief, the hype or even the nickname, the only 
thing that ma�ered was how each skater performed on 

the ice rink and unfortunately for 
Llia, he didn’t perform when it 
really ma�ered.

As we journey through this season of Lent. I always think 
it’s good for us to remember the danger of “talking a 
good game”. We can focus on giving up chocolate (or 
cheese), telling everyone of our sacrifice, we undertake a 
Lenten journey publicly but we aren’t undertaking a 
spiritual journey that’s bringing us closer to God.

Throughout Scripture we see the conflict between those 
who consider themselves to be religious and what God 
actually wants of us. The writer of Psalm 51 tells us -

“For you desire no sacrifice, else I would give it;
you take no delight in burnt offerings.

The sacrifice of God is a broken spirit; a broken and 
contrite heart, O God, you will not despise.”

In the Gospels we see Jesus �me and �me again clashing 
with the Sadducees and Pharisees who are more focused 
on their interpreta�on of God’s law and the outward 
appearance than living lives that reflect God’s love. In 
other words the religious leaders talked a good game 
rather than living it out.

If we are honest with ourselves, we probably all 
recognise that we can fall in to the same trap. It is my 
prayer this Lent that we will use the journey to examine 
our own lives, our faith and our commitment. Are we 
living lives that speak of God’s love and mercy, are we 
serving God and serving our neighbours? Are we seeking 
to grow in faith during this �me of reflec�on or will it 
simply pass us by? I ask you to please use this a �me to 
grow in faith, to pray for me as your Rector, for our 
churches that we grow together in faith, love and even 
number in the coming years.

God bless.

Rev Colin
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UPCOMING EVENTS LENT PRAYER 2026

Lent and Holy Week 2026
Our Lent “Soup and Services” will take place during Lent in St Mary’s, Clonsilla. These will begin on Tuesday 3rd

March at 12.30pm and con�nue each Tuesday un�l Holy Week (excluding St Patrick’s Day). We are seeking volunteers 
to make soup and bring bread, please speak to Rev Colin.

Our Lent Home Group Bible Study will take place in the Rectory (D15 PN2F) on Thursday evenings on 26th February, 
5th, 19th and 26th of March at 7.30pm. Our theme this year will be “Follow Me.” We will be looking at what it means to 
follow Jesus through Lent and in our lives. Taking Jesus’ journey to the cross as well as other Scripture references, the 
Study will help us to grow in faith together. The Bible Studies are friendly and designed for everyone, all are welcome 
to join us.

As we enter Holy Week at the end of March our theme for the week will be “One Step at a Time” as we journey from 
Palm Sunday through the agony of the cross to the glorious Easter Sunday. Please plan to be with us on this most holy 
of weeks.

Confirma�on 2026
Confirma�on classes con�nue in March ahead of the Archbishop coming to confirm our young people at a special 
service on Saturday 11th April  at 4pm in St Brigid’s, Castleknock. There are 14 young people considering Confirma�on 
and classes will con�nue on the 1st and 8th March at 4pm in Castleknock Parish Centre with our final class and 
rehearsal for candidates and parents on Sunday 22nd March at 4pm in St Brigid’s church. 

Please keep all the candidates in your prayers as they prepare for this important step in their own journey of faith. 
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LENT PRAYER 2026

March at 12.30pm and con�nue each Tuesday un�l Holy Week (excluding St Patrick’s Day). We are seeking volunteers 

5th, 19th and 26th of March at 7.30pm. Our theme this year will be “Follow Me.” We will be looking at what it means to 
follow Jesus through Lent and in our lives. Taking Jesus’ journey to the cross as well as other Scripture references, the 

Palm Sunday through the agony of the cross to the glorious Easter Sunday. Please plan to be with us on this most holy 

service on Saturday 11th April  at 4pm in St Brigid’s, Castleknock. There are 14 young people considering Confirma�on 

As rector I am encouraging everyone to take on the commitment of saying this prayer everyday throughout Lent. A 
church that prays together grows together.

I appreciate so much those who pray for me as your Rector, those who lead our services and for our churches. I would 
encourage you all to remember the families who been bereaved in the last couple of months as well as the large 
number of people who have been ill. 
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REMEMBERING BERYL STONE AND 
PARISH CENTRE FUNDRAISING
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REMEMBERING BERYL STONE AND 
PARISH CENTRE FUNDRAISING

Many of you would remember Beryl 
Stone who died in May 2023. Beryl 
was an ac�ve member of 
Castleknock Parish, along with other 
churches, throughout her life. Beryl 
was well known for her skill as a 
photographer taking many photographs for parish 
publica�ons and keeping photographic records of a lot of 
the developments in the parish over the years. Beryl was 
also known for her passion for missionary projects and 
her commitment to the ministry to children and young 
people. Many will remember being part of Beryl’s Sunday 
Club class or her contribu�on to Youth Group. Beryl also 
produced many wonderful resources to teach children 
Bible stories that were way ahead of their �me.

In Beryl’s will it was her wish that our church in 
Castleknock should be amongst the recipients. In late 
2025 we received a very generous dona�on from Beryl’s 
estate. In conjunc�on with Beryl’s wishes and through 
conversa�on with her executor, Rev Colin and the Select 
Vestry felt the majority of the dona�on should go 
towards improving the Parish Centre, a place Beryl o�en 
used for her ministry to children and young people and 
in keeping with her vision for outreach and mission in 
our community.

In the summer of this year, we plan to refit the kitchen 
area, which is in much need of upgrading. We believe 
this will be a fi�ng memory to Beryl and her 
contribu�on to our churches during her life�me.

We need your support
While Beryl’s dona�on is a wonderful Godly gesture and 
we are so thankful for the impact, as pointed out in last 
month’s magazine, the Parish Centre has undergone 
major refurbishment in the past two years. With the 
work on the kitchen and also major work needed to 
replace the lead on the roof, we will have spent close to 
€300,000 on the building to ensure it con�nues to be an 
asset for not only parish ac�vi�es but also for the whole 
community.

I know for the vast majority of so many of our 
parishioners, the Parish Centre has played a major role in 
your lives and of your families. Some of you were 
involved in the project some thirty years ago to extend 
the original building to the wonderful Centre we have 
today and we want to con�nue to honour your legacy 
and vision. Others of you will either yourselves or your 
children a�ended our parish organisa�ons over the 
years. Maybe you grew up in BB, GB or Guides, went to 
Pathfinders, Youth Group or Sunday Club in the Centre. 
Others of you will have played bowls or table tennis, 
made cra�s, served teas and coffees, enjoyed Parish 
Fairs. Maybe you even did Ballet, sang in a community 
choir or have children in School Kids Aloud, the list is 
endless!

We are asking if you are in a posi�on to do so and you 
would like help to ensure the Parish Centre con�nues to 
be a place for our church and community, that you might 
consider making a one-off dona�on during this �me of 
Lent.

All dona�ons, large or small would be gratefully 
accepted. You can place a dona�on on the collec�on 
plate or into the Parish Office in an envelope marked 
“Parish Centre Fund” or if you wish to do a bank transfer, 
please use the following details marking your dona�on 
Parish Centre Fund.

Castleknock Parish Parochial Fund
IBAN - IE82AIBK93251503567080
BIC -  AIBKIE2D

Bequeaths
If you would like to consider your church in a bequest in 
your will or would like to make a one off dona�on to 
either of our churches those generous offers are always 
greatly appreciated and mean so much to us as we 
con�nue to ensure the Church of Ireland remains a place 
of love and welcome that reaches out to our local 
communi�es with the love of God.
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Select Vestry of Castleknock and Mulhuddart

Vacancy - Grounds Keeper / 
Maintenance Person

The Select Vestry of Castleknock and Mulhuddart wish to recruit a part-�me Grounds Keeper / Maintenance 
Person for Castleknock Parish Centre and St. Brigid’s Church, Castleknock.

Hours: Monday - Friday 9.00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
Rate of Pay: €14.15 gross per hour.

The successful candidate will be required to provide an efficient and comprehensive maintenance service to the 
Parish to ensure the grounds of the Parish Centre and church are clean, �dy and in an orderly condi�on at all 
�mes and will be responsible for maintaining the cleanliness and hygiene standards, ensuring a pleasant and 
welcoming environment for all.

The ideal candidate will -
• be reliable and punctual with a strong work ethic.
• have previous maintenance experience (desirable).
• have an awareness of health and safety standards.
• have an ability to work independently.

To apply for this posi�on, please post a cover le�er and CV, marked “Private and Confiden�al, Addressee only” to 
the:

Hon. Secretary, Select Vestry of Castleknock and Mulhuddart, 
Castleknock Parish Centre, Main Street, Castleknock, Dublin 15, D15 DK54, 

or 
email a cover le�er and CV to cmcparish@gmail.com. 

Closing date for receipt of applica�ons is 5.00 p.m. on Friday 27th March 2026. (Re-adver�sement)

ORGANISATIONS NEWS
Youth Group

Castleknock National School

mailto:cmcparish@gmail.com
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ORGANISATIONS NEWS
Youth Group
Some members of our Youth Group enjoyed a�ending Winter Madness in Holy 
Trinity, Rathmines in February. They joined with young people from across the 
Diocese and further afield for a �me of worship. The talk by Shane Maguire on 
the story of the prodigal son reminded us of God’s love for us all. While we didn’t 
know too many of the songs our young people enjoyed the experience with some 
interest being shown in Summer Madness!

We next meet on the changed Sunday of 8th March to avoid the St Patrick’s Day weekend. All young people of 
secondary school age are encouraged to join us for some fun games, snacks and a short Bible talk.

Castleknock National School
February has been another busy month in Castleknock Na�onal School.  We have had four student 
teachers on placement in Junior Infants, 1st Class, 5th Class and 6th Class.  The children have enjoyed 
having the different teachers in their classes.  Suppor�ng these placements is so important to 
support the training of the teachers of the future.

We have also had a number of past pupils returning for their one week Transi�on Year Work Experience.  They have 
experienced a very different side of the school as they have helped with administra�ve work and cleaning of toys and 
equipment around the school to try to fight off all the illnesses that have been going through the school.  

5th and 6th Class had a visit from the Community Garda during Internet Safety Week to talk about Online Safety and 
Social Media. Some pupils from 6th Class took part in the School Quiz organised by the local Credit Union. Some boys 
and girls from 4th – 6th Class par�cipated in the local FAI Football Blitz in Hartstown Huntstown Football Club.  
Members of our school Chess Club played in the local Chess tournament. 

The pupils of 5th and 6th class have been working hard on their Science Blast projects on “How does the colour of a 
food affect what people expect it will taste like?” and “Does our sense of smell affect our sense of taste?”.  At the 
�me of wri�ng, they are looking forward to presen�ng their projects at Science Blast in the RDS on 2 March, and to 
talking about them with Ireland AM who are coming to interview the children about their projects the week before.
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Castleknock Girls’ Brigade
The Girls are busy 
preparing for, and looking 
forward to, the upcoming 
GB Display on Friday 24th 
April 2026 at 7.30 p.m. in 
Castleknock Community 
College.

ORGANISATIONS NEWS

Mothers’ Union
On Monday 9th February, Mothers’ Union were 
delighted to have Jenny Kelle� speak to us about her 
amazing journey to the top of Mount Everest. Her 
journey didn’t just start when she arrived in Nepal. The 
ini�al idea started when she was a child going on 
camping trips with her family. Through perseverance, 
training and her apprecia�on for the support of her 
family and friends, she summited Mount Everest on 
May 16th 2019. What an amazing achievement. Thank 
you to everyone who gave dona�ons to Worldwide 
Overseas on the night. 

Next month, March 2nd, we look forward to another 
enjoyable evening, hearing all about ‘Women ar�sts in 
the Na�onal Gallery of Ireland’ by Lesley Anders. Also 
on the night, we will be doing a collec�on for Mustard 
Seed. Everyone is welcome.

Tiny Tots
Love was in the air recently as Tiny Tots were ge�ng 
ready for Valen�ne’s Day, definitely too cute by far. 

Cra� Corner

ORGANISATIONS NEWS
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Cra� Corner
We always say – you don’t have to be a ‘cra�er’ to enjoy Cra� Corner – why? It’s a very 
relaxed safe place where we try our hand (with LOTS of help) crea�ng something to take home 
and at the same �me enjoy a cuppa and a chat.  

Way back in January we made scented pouches which we decorated with stencils and then selected our personal 
favourite scents, which we mixed with rice and Epsom salts and poured into our decorated pouches. Well done to all!  

Please share with anyone that would enjoy a monthly chill out morning - they would be made feel very welcome.

ORGANISATIONS NEWS
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Engagement Congratula�ons
We were delighted to hear the news that our former 
Curate, Rev Natasha, and her boyfriend, Peter, got 
engaged in February. As you can see from the photo, 
they both look very happy and I’m sure we’ll all be 
admiring the 
beau�ful ring.

We wish Natasha 
and Peter God’s 
richest blessing as 
they begin 
preparing for their 
wedding day and 
all that life holds 
for them in the 
future.

Marriage Congratula�ons
We wish every blessing to Allan 
and Madhu who were married 
at a service in St Brigid’s, 
Castleknock on Tuesday 24th

February. It was a wonderful 
day of celebra�on and colour, 
an Irish wedding with a fusion 
of Indian and Malaysian culture 
and tradi�on. It was a poignant 
day as the wedding took place 
just a month a�er the death of Allan’s father Raj who 
was remembered in the service.

We wish Allan and 
Madhu God’s 
richest blessing as 
they begin married 
life together.

NEWS

Racial Jus�ce Sunday
On 8th February we marked 
Racial Jus�ce Sunday. We were 
encouraged to speak out 
against racism and celebrate 
the wonderful diversity that 
makes up our church family 
and communi�es.

The message was clear through 
Rev Colin’s sermon and the vibrancy of song that we are 
all made in God’s image and our neighbour is all those 
we are privileged to encounter. When we came to the 
Lord’s Prayer everyone prayed in their own na�ve 
language highligh�ng the wonderful cultural diversity of 
our parishes.

Special Visit from Rev. Frank 
Bernardi
We had a special guest with us recently as we welcomed 
Rev Frank Bernardi to our Sunday services. Rev. Frank is 
a missionary based in Tunisia and had been in Ireland 
for a few weeks in a partnership with the Church of 
Ireland Council of Mission and Sat-7 mission agency. It 
was a real blessing to have Rev. Frank share something 
of his experience in working in a vastly Islamic country. 
Frank was joined by Alan from Sat-7.

CHURCH GROWTH CONFERENCE
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Engagement Congratula�ons

We had a special guest with us recently as we welcomed 

The Church Growth Conference in Dublin on 25th April is an opportunity to learn and share ideas about how to grow 
our churches. It would be great to have our churches represented on the day. If you would like to a�end please speak 
to Rev Colin.

CHURCH GROWTH CONFERENCE
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Buy A Brick for Cambodia
You can support our church mission trip to Cambodia in July 
2026 through “Buy a Brick.” Donate to the build at any �me 
in cash or directly through our online fundraising page.
h�ps://habita�reland.enthuse.com/cf/cmc-cambodia2026

If you donate via our online page and your dona�on is for our Buy A Brick campaign, please note it in the comment 
sec�on or let one of the team know.

We know that many of you would have liked to join the team but are unable to do so for numerous reasons or have 
asked about suppor�ng the team financially. If anyone would like to make a larger dona�on to perhaps support a 
team member cover the cost please speak to Rev Colin or Olive Good.

Remember you don’t have to li� a hammer to be part of the mission project.

Habitat for Humanity Mission Trip 2026
The Cambodia Mission Team for 2026 con�nue with planning ahead of travel in July. 
The team of 14 met in February to get to know each other be�er and to get a deeper 
insight into what the trip will involve.

HABITAT FOR HUMANITY 2026
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