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Church Flowers
Would you like to have flowers in Church in memory 
of a loved one or to remember an anniversary, a 

wedding, a bap�sm, to celebrate a special event or for 
no par�cular reason.

The flowers can be an arrangement, fresh flowers 
in a vase or a pot plant. It does not have to be 

expensive.

For more informa�on please contact 
Meryl Foster (Castleknock) or Anne O'Connor (Clonsilla)

Parish Contacts:
Rector: Rev. Colin McConaghie 087 3466140

Diocesan Readers: Stella Obe (087 2237402) &
   Olive Good (087 2451310)
Parish Readers: Femi Adoyebi & 
   Blessing Obioha

Parish Website: www.castleknock.dublin.anglican.org

Parish Administrator: Jenny McGrath

Parish Office:
Castleknock Parish Office, Main Street, Castleknock, 
Dublin 15.
01 820 0040 cmcparishoffice@gmail.com
Hours: 9.30 a.m. - 1.00 p.m. weekdays
(Closed Wednesdays)

Castleknock Na�onal School
Principal: Mrs Sandra Moloney
01 820 2611

The CMC Times:
Editor: Philip Good

Cover Photo:
Saint Brigid's window in St. Brigid's Church, Castleknock.

If you wish to comment on or contribute to The CMC 
Times, the email address is: thecmc�mes@gmail.com

Come join us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/
cmcparish or on Instagram on @cmcparish

If any parishioners are unwell or due to go into 
hospital, please let us know so we can visit. 

Contact details to the le�.

Print Deadline
The next edi�on of The CMC Times will be for 
March 2026.  The deadline for ar�cles / 
photos will be Friday 13th February 2026.

RECTOR WRITES

http://www.castleknock.dublin.anglican.org
mailto:cmcparishoffice@gmail.com
http://thecmctimes@gmail.com
http://www.facebook.com/cmcparish
http://www.facebook.com/cmcparish
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RECTOR WRITES
Dear Friends,

For those of you who read the Friday emails or pay a�en�on 
to the service sheets on a Sunday morning, you’ll know by 
now that I’m more than capable of making a mistake or two. 
There can be typos or there can be dates or �mes that are 
completely wrong. O�en this can be down to the technology, 
the o�en dangerous habitat of cu�ng and pas�ng and o�en 
it’s simply down to me thinking I’ve typed the right thing 
without having paid enough a�en�on to realise. In a previous 
church I had a good friend who was brilliant at spo�ng these 
not so deliberate mistakes. I did laugh a li�le a�er I’d le� the 
parish and this person took over the social media. Their very 
first post got the service �me wrong. I was much too polite to 
point the error out.

The old saying “we can’t see the wood from the trees” so 
o�en rings true, as if you’re like me quite o�en we only see 
what we want to see. It can be small things like a date or �me 
on an announcement or it can run much deeper, for example, 
when we only see the good (or bad) in ourselves or others. 
Studies have shown that we o�en fail to perceive things that 
are “right before our eyes,” a sort of misinforma�on by 
omission. The phenomenon is known as ina�en�onal 
blindness and means we can miss the most obvious of things, 
the lost keys that are right in front of us, something missing in 
a room or reading a date or �me as we expect it to be, not 
what it actually says.

As I read through the Bible, I see so many instances where 
people don’t see what is right in front of them. Take the story 
of the choosing of David as God’s King in wai�ng. Samuel, the 
prophet, and David’s father, Jesse, are quick to assume who 
God will chose by looking at the outward appearance of each 
son. God of course has other plans, he can see the type of 
character that is really needed rather than just the obvious, so 
each brother is turned down un�l David is chosen. The right 
person was there all along but no one could see it as they 
thought they couldn’t see what was right before their eyes.

As we move into the New Testament and read through the 
Gospels', we �me and �me again see Jesus reveal to us 
glimpses of the Kingdom of Heaven by how he cares for those 
on the margin of society, how he has compassion for the lost 

and has �me for those who are 
suffering. However, the religious 
leaders of the �me think they know 
be�er, they only see what they want 
to see and so they dismiss the teaching and example of Jesus 
because it doesn’t fit with the image of God they had created 
for themselves. They were being told to care for the poor and 
those in any sort of need, they were being taught to love all, 
even their enemy, but they suffered from ina�en�onal 
blindness, they couldn’t see the obvious. When Jesus told 
them that the Kingdom of God was being revealed by his very 
presence they just couldn’t see what was there in front of 
their very eyes. Emmanuel, God was with them, but they had 
their own image of God and Jesus didn’t fit their narra�ve.

I think this failure to see what God was making so clear 
through sending his Son into the world has con�nued 
throughout the history of the church. So o�en we have taken 
Chris�anity and made it about what we want it to be, a reason 
to do harm, a reason to exclude others, a reason to claim 
supremacy and our eyes (or minds) haven’t been able to see 
what God wanted us too. 

We may not use our Chris�anity to abuse power but quite 
o�en we too can fall into the trap of wan�ng a God to fit our 
vision, not God’s. We may want a God who responds to all our 
needs, so when things go wrong we fail to see what God 
taught us about suffering or carrying our burdens. Or we may 
want a God who thinks the same as us, only loves people who 
are like us, only wants us to worship the way we like. All of 
these things, and more, can prevent us from seeing God as 
revealed through Jesus. How sad it would be if we only saw 
God through the demands of our own eyes rather than the 
God who sent his Son into the world through love to teach us 
to love one another, care for the poor and oppressed and be 
people who seek jus�ce for all.

I pray that all of our eyes will be truly opened to see Jesus, not 
the version we want, but the Saviour who gave his life so that 
we could have life in eternity.

God bless.

Rev Colin
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It was with great sadness that 
we learned of the death of our 
highly respected former Rector 
Canon Cecil William Bryan. 
Canon Cecil died peacefully at 
his home in Newbridge on 6th

January 2026 following a long 
ba�le with illness. Cecil, beloved 
husband of Primrose for 58 
years and loving and loved 
father of David, Caroline and Jill. 

Cecil was ordained as a deacon in 1968 being appointed 
to serve as a Curate Assistant in Zion Parish, Dublin. In 
1972 he was appointed as a Chaplain to the RAF before 
moving to become our Rector here in Castleknock and 
Mulhuddart with Clonsilla in 1975.

Cecil and Primrose arrived to our parishes with two 
young children, David, who was four at the �me, and 
Caroline, who was two. It wasn’t the easiest of arrivals as 
during the vacancy in 1974/1975, following the 
departure of Canon Neill and the arrival of then Rev 
Bryan, the Select Vestry decided to sell the rectory 
situated on the Castleknock Road. It was felt that the 
house was in poor repair and that there was no great 
merit in retaining it as a rectory. An exchange of houses 
and cash was arranged. The owners of 12 Hawthorn 
Lawn (a recent housing development at the �me) at the 
western end of Castleknock village, moved to the rectory 

and the Bryan’s moved into the much smaller Hawthorn 
Lawn house which remained the Rectory un�l 2022. In 
1979 Cecil and Primrose’s third child, Jill, was born 
comple�ng their family.

Cecil spent fourteen years as Rector of Castleknock and 
Mulhuddart with Clonsilla. He is fondly remembered by 
parishioners who were in the parish at that �me and 
many have kept in touch with the Bryan family over the 
years. Many have commented that Cecil was an 
encourager by nature and ac�vely supported 
parishioners who were interested in beginning new 
ini�a�ves. He had a heart for children’s and youth 
ministry and we are blessed that he helped establish a 
number of groups that are s�ll going strong today by 
giving his support to members of the church who 
suggested these new ministries. In 1978 Tiny Tots and 
Sunday morning creche began under the guidance of 
Anne Cadoo. In 1987 Canon Cecil asked Hilary Nason to 
start a Girls’ Brigade Company and the following year, in 
1988, David Smyth set up a Boys’ Brigade Company. Tiny 
Tots, and the uniformed organisa�ons are s�ll at the 
heart of our churches today, a testament to Cecil’s vision.  

Canon Bryan was also very faithful to older, housebound 
parishioners and was highly regarded for his pastoral 
care of all. His commitment was so that he con�nued to 
visit one of the elderly ladies a�er he had moved to 
Kings’ Hospital as he knew her health was failing and she 
appreciated his ministry to her. He took her funeral in St 

Brigid’s Church some months’ later.

Cecil was a keen sportsman and 
refereed schools’ rugby matches for 
Castleknock College.  When in 
Castleknock Parish he played cricket 
with Phoenix Taverners in the Phoenix 
Park. He also ran a marathon before it 
became such a popular ac�vity. He and 
the late Serby Cashell ini�ated the St 
Stephen’s Day hockey matches, which 
con�nued for many years and are fondly 
remembered by a number of 
genera�ons of parishioners. 

A TRIBUTE TO CANON CECIL BRYAN A TRIBUTE TO CANON CECIL BRYAN
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heart of our churches today, a testament to Cecil’s vision.  

Kings’ Hospital as he knew her health was failing and she 

con�nued for many years and are fondly 

A TRIBUTE TO CANON CECIL BRYAN
It was with great sadness that Cecil announced his departure from the parish in 1989 when he returned to chaplaincy, 
this �me in Kings Hospital where he con�nued to minister to a number of the younger parishioners. Following ten 
years as Chaplain of KH, Cecil was appointed as Rector of Tullow in 1999 where he remained un�l his re�rement in 
2007.  In 2002, during his �me in Tullow, he was appointed a Canon to Christ Church Cathedral, Dublin.

Sadly Cecil developed Parkinson’s disease 
when he was s�ll working in ministry and 
rela�vely young. He struggled with this 
disease for the rest of his life but s�ll took 
opportuni�es, along with Primrose, to 
keep in contact with a number of 
parishioners from his �me here in the 
parish. We remain thankful for Cecil’s 
legacy as Rector of our parishes and we 
con�nue to keep Primrose, David, 
Caroline and Jill in our prayers.

There is a wonderful insight into Cecil as 
Rector of Castleknock on the RTE archives, 
which can be viewed at: h�ps://www.rte.
ie/archives/2025/0630/1521033-
castleknock-rector/
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SERVICES FOR FEBRUARY 2026
Sunday 1 Saint Brigid

10.00 a.m. Holy Communion St. Mary’s

11.30 a.m. Holy Communion St. Brigid’s

Wednesday 4 10.30 a.m. Holy Communion Castleknock Parish Centre

Sunday 8 The Second Sunday before Lent

10.00 a.m. Morning Prayer St. Mary’s

11.30 a.m. Morning Prayer St. Brigid’s

Wednesday 10 10.30 a.m. Holy Communion Castleknock Parish Centre

Sunday 15 The Sunday before Lent (Transfiguration)

10.00 a.m. Holy Communion St. Mary’s

11.30 a.m. Holy Communion St. Brigid’s

Wednesday 18 Ash Wednesday

10.30 a.m. Holy Communion Castleknock Parish Centre

7.30 p.m. Holy Communion St. Mary's

Sunday 22 The First Sunday in Lent

10.00 a.m. Service of the Word St. Mary’s

11.30 a.m. Cornerstone St. Brigid’s

8.00 p.m. Holy Communion St. Thomas'

Wednesday 25 10.30 a.m. Holy Communion Castleknock Parish Centre

Sunday 1 March The Second Sunday in Lent

10.00 a.m. Holy Communion St. Mary’s

11.30 a.m. Holy Communion St. Brigid’s

The Wednesday service of Holy Communion con�nues in Castleknock Parish Centre at 10.30 a.m.
Live streaming will con�nue from St. Brigid’s Church on Sundays at 11.30 a.m.

UPCOMING EVENTS

Ash Wednesday and Lent

Confirma�on 2026
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UPCOMING EVENTS

Ash Wednesday and Lent
There will be two services to mark Ash Wednesday on 18th February. We will have our regular Holy Communion 
Service at 10.30am in Castleknock Parish Centre. In the evening there will be a reflec�ve Eucharist in St Mary’s, 
Clonsilla at 7.30pm as we begin the journey through Lent.

Our Lent “Soup and Services” will take place during Lent in St Mary’s, Clonsilla. These will begin on Tuesday 3rd

March at 12.30pm and con�nue each Tuesday un�l Holy Week (excluding St Patrick’s Day). We are seeking volunteers 
to make soup and bring bread, please speak to Rev Colin.

Our Lent Home Group Bible Study will take place in the Rectory (D15 PN2F) on Thursday evenings on 26th February, 
5th, 19th and 26th March at 7.30pm. Our theme this year will be “Follow Me.” We will be looking at what it means to 
follow Jesus through Lent and in our lives. Taking Jesus’ journey to the cross, as well as other Scripture references, the 
Study will help us to grow in faith together. The Bible Studies are friendly and designed for everyone, all are welcome 
to join us.

Confirma�on 2026
Confirma�on classes began in January ahead of the Archbishop coming to confirm our young people at a special 
service on Saturday 11th April at 4pm in St Brigid’s, Castleknock. There are 14 young people considering Confirma�on 
and classes will con�nue on the 8th and 22nd February at 4pm in Castleknock Parish Centre. Through the classes the 
young people will look at the Chris�an faith as laid out in the Apostles Creed and will be encouraged to examine what 
that faith means to them.

Please keep all the candidates in your prayers as they prepare for this important step in their own journey of faith. 
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Select Vestry of Castleknock and Mulhuddart

Vacancy - Grounds Keeper / 
Maintenance Person

The Select Vestry of Castleknock and Mulhuddart wish to recruit a part-�me Grounds Keeper / Maintenance 
Person for Castleknock Parish Centre and St. Brigid’s Church, Castleknock.

Hours: Monday - Friday 9.00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
Rate of Pay: €14.15 gross per hour.

The successful candidate will be required to provide an efficient and comprehensive maintenance service to the 
Parish to ensure the grounds of the Parish Centre and church are clean, �dy and in an orderly condi�on at all 
�mes and will be responsible for maintaining the cleanliness and hygiene standards, ensuring a pleasant and 
welcoming environment for all.

The ideal candidate will -
• be reliable and punctual with a strong work ethic.
• have previous maintenance experience (desirable).
• have an awareness of health and safety standards.
• have an ability to work independently.

To apply for this posi�on, please post a cover le�er and CV, marked “Private and Confiden�al, Addressee only” to 
the:

Hon. Secretary, Select Vestry of Castleknock and Mulhuddart, 
Castleknock Parish Centre, Main Street, Castleknock, Dublin 15, D15 DK54, 

or 
email a cover le�er and CV to cmcparish@gmail.com. 

Closing date for receipt of applica�ons is 5.00 p.m. on Friday 6th February 2026.

mailto:cmcparish@gmail.com
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ORGANISATIONS NEWS
Youth Group
Youth Group met on Sunday 7th December for their Christmas evening with some 
unusual Christmas themed party games pu�ng us in the Fes�ve mood.

Great to see our young people ge�ng together and enjoying fun and friendship, 
the chocolates helped too!

Youth Group met in January for an evening of games, and a talk all based around the theme of how Jesus went 
against the popular opinion of the �me to teach us to live a life that puts others first.

In February we are a�ending Winter Madness on Saturday 21st February in Holy Trinity, Rathmines. We will join with 
young people from across the Diocese and further afield for worship and �me together. Further details will be sent 
closer to the �me.

Youth Group is open to all young people of secondary school age and is a great opportunity for our teenagers to meet 
together and stay connected with church.

Bowls
Bowls had a great Christmas night in December to bring 
2025 to an end.

Congratula�ons to Marie, Valerie and Paul who were the 
winners on the night of our fun compe��on. Thanks to 
everyone who provided such a great supper.  All were 
looking great in their Christmas a�re.

Castleknock National School

ORGANISATIONS NEWS
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Youth Group is open to all young people of secondary school age and is a great opportunity for our teenagers to meet 

Castleknock National School
During December we were delighted to welcome back some past pupils of the school to 
complete Work Experience as part of their Transi�on Year Programme. 

The classrooms and corridors of the school were filled with the sounds of Christmas for 
as the children prepared for the School Carol Service on Sunday 14 December.

The classes prepared various carols, poems and plays to bring alive the story of 
Christmas for all a�ending.

It was looking par�cularly fes�ve in school on Thursday 11 December as all the children and staff wore their 
Christmas Jumpers to support Children’s Health Ireland in their Save a Smile campaign. 

6th Class supported the Black Santa Appeal with Carol singing on Thursday 18 December, entertaining those passing 
by St Ann’s Church on Dawson Street.

The return to school a�er the Christmas break was accompanied by cold weather, which necessitated extra layers 
being worn and staying in at break due to a frozen yard.  But there was an air of excitement in the school as the 
remainder of the works to rec�fy the damage caused by the flood at midterm had been completed.

2nd and 4th classes are enjoying their renovated classrooms with new ceilings, carpets, bathroom floors and 
no�ceboards having been put in place.  A huge thank you to our parents who have turned up repeatedly over the 
past couple of months when appeals have been sent out.  They have helped to move furniture, books and equipment 
from the damaged classrooms to temporary loca�ons for the ini�al dry out; moving everything back again to 
classrooms whilst contractors were sourced; moving everything out once more to allow the work to be completed; 
and then moving it back one last �me.  We are very lucky to have so many parents who are willing to give of their 
�me and energy every �me we put out a call for help.

We look forward to having four student teachers on placement. They have completed their observa�on days in the 
classrooms and will be returning to teach the children.  Suppor�ng these placements is so important in suppor�ng 
the training of the teachers of the future.

ORGANISATIONS NEWS
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ORGANISATIONS NEWS

Mothers’ Union
Mothers’ Union met for the last �me in 2025 on 
Monday 1st December when Ruby Bannister had us 
recycling our toilet roll inserts to make very fes�ve 
Christmas crackers. We also enjoyed some fes�ve treats 
on the night. 

Mothers’ Union celebrated Nollaig na mBan at their first 
mee�ng of 2026 with carols and reflec�ons. 

In 2026, there will be a number of events to mark the 
150 years since Mary Sumner, the wife of a rector in 
Hampshire, formed a group to support mothers from all 
backgrounds in bringing up their children and 
strengthening family life within the Church. The first 
event will be on Saturday 7th February at 11am to meet 
for prayers at the Annabella Hayes grave in St. Fintan's 
Cemetery, Su�on followed by lunch in the Marine Hotel, 
Su�on. 

Our next branch mee�ng will be on Monday 9th 
February when we will have Jenny Kelle� talk to us 
about her trip to Mount Everest. Everyone is welcome. 

Tiny Tots
In December our Tiny Tots were thrilled to have Santa 
visit for their Christmas party. The children along with 
parents and carers had a great morning.

Tiny Tots started back on the 22nd January following the 
Christmas break and welcomed 8 new li�le ones and 
their parents and carers. The children had great fun 
ge�ng crea�ve.

Well done to all of our wonderful volunteers who have 
made Tiny Tots such a huge success.

Noel hangs up his strimmer!  

Christmas Appeal

NEWS
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Tiny Tots started back on the 22nd January following the 

Noel hangs up his strimmer!  
At the staff Christmas lunch Rev Colin presented Noel 
Scanlon a gi� on behalf of us all to mark his re�rement 
a�er some 13 years working in Castleknock. Noel has 
been a wonderful servant looking a�er the graveyard 
for many years and will 
be missed by both us in 
the parish and the local 
community who got to 
know him over the 
years. We wish Noel 
every blessing for his 
re�rement.

Christmas Appeal
Thank you to all who donated to this year’s Christmas 
Appeal of hats, scarves, gloves and socks to help those 
who are homeless. We were able to donate a good 
number of items to the Mustard Seed Charity as we 
con�nue to support their much-needed work in helping 
those who are struggling at this �me. Anne Cadoo 
handed over the dona�ons to her brother Dougie and 
we received a lovely message from Mark Ryan who has 
taken over from Dougie:

“My name is Mark Ryan, I took over the reigns leading 
the Mustard Seed Soup Run when Dougie re�red, I'm 
completely bowled over by your very kind and 
extremely generous dona�on, I want to thank you and 
your congrega�on for thinking of our ministry, our 
homeless friends will be 
truly blessed by your 
dona�on.”

‘Whoever is kind to the 
poor lends to the LORD, 
and He will reward them 
for what they have done.’ 
Proverbs 19:17.

NEWS
Christmas Tree Ligh�ng
Another great evening was organised by the magnificent 
Castleknock Tidy Towns as Castleknock village was lit up 
with the switching on of our Christmas Tree early in 
December.

Great singing provided by St Brigid’s School Choir and 
the CLTC Christmas Choir.

Let’s keep the community spirit growing!

Condolences
Our deepest sympathies to the families of Tony 
Bradfield and Wendy O’Rourke who died in December 
and Packianath (Raj) Jebaraj Gunasekaran, Yvonne Smith 
and Fiona Gargan who died in January.

Tony’s funeral service took place in St Brigid’s, 
Castleknock on Wednesday 17th December while Wendy 
O’Rourke’s service took place in St Mary’s, Clonsilla on 
Saturday 20th December.

The funeral services for, Raj, Saturday 10th January and 
Yvonne, Monday 12th January both took place in 
Clonsilla. We pass our thanks to Rev Aisling Shine who 
officiated at both those services.

The funeral of Fiona Gargan took place in St Brigid’s on 
Thursday 22nd January.

We con�nue to keep all their loved ones in our prayers.
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NEWS

Parish Centre Works Update
Over the past year there have been a number of major projects carried out by the Parish 
Centre Management Commi�ee as they strive to ensure the Centre is both well maintained 
and meets the standards needed for usage under current regula�ons. Those upgrades have 
included the refurbishment of the old part of the building, office and Maharry room with a 
new hea�ng system. New boilers have been fi�ed for the main body of the building 
including the two larger halls. The toilets have been completely updated, outside of the 
building painted and two new doors (fire door in Main hall and front door) fi�ed.

As many of you will know the Main Hall was out of ac�on for the first few weeks of January for a major refurb. Due to 
the presence of damp and mould and a lack of proper insula�on both the acous�c �les and ceiling �les had to be 
replaced and properly insulated. The Hall was also lacking in ven�la�on, so a new air pumping system has been fi�ed 
to ensure the hall stays damp and mould free. The Hall has new lights and has been painted giving it a fresh new look 
and the sound quality has improved greatly.

As we prepare for the 30th anniversary in December this year of the hall being redeveloped, there are s�ll a few big 
projects to come with the biggest being a kitchen refurb. 

Of course, all of this work comes at a cost, and we are thankful that the Parish Centre brings in a profit each year 
which has helped meet some of the costs. However, there is not a bo�omless pot, so in March we will be holding an 
appeal for anyone who would like to support the redevelopment work. There will be further details in next month’s 
CMC Times.

Twenty Year Celebration
On Sunday 18th January we came together for a wonderful morning of 
celebration as we gave thanks to God for Stella Obe’s 20 years of serving as a 
Diocesan Reader in our churches and throughout the United Dioceses.

Fitting Stella’s bubbly personality, it was a time of great joy with Stella 
preaching a wonderful sermon on how all of us are called to follow Jesus.

We were joined by our former Curate Eugene and his wife Joanna, Stella’s 
Diocesan Reader colleagues and parishioners from churches where Stella has served as 
well as members of her family.

Thank you to all who helped with the lunch and preparing the hall making it a great 
occasion.

Buy A Brick for Cambodia

Habitat for Humanity Mission Trip 2026

HABITAT FOR HUMANITY 2026
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As many of you will know the Main Hall was out of ac�on for the first few weeks of January for a major refurb. Due to 

replaced and properly insulated. The Hall was also lacking in ven�la�on, so a new air pumping system has been fi�ed 
to ensure the hall stays damp and mould free. The Hall has new lights and has been painted giving it a fresh new look 

Buy A Brick for Cambodia
You can support our church mission trip to Cambodia in July 
2026 through “Buy a Brick.” Donate to the build at any �me 
in cash or directly through our online fundraising page.
h�ps://habita�reland.enthuse.com/cf/cmc-cambodia2026

If you donate via our online page and your dona�on is for our Buy A Brick campaign, please note it in the comment 
sec�on or let one of the team know.

We know that many of you would have liked to join but are unable to do so for numerous reasons the team or have 
asked about suppor�ng the team financially. If anyone would like to make a larger dona�on to perhaps support a 
team member cover the cost please speak to Rev Colin or Olive Good

Remember you don’t have to li� a hammer to be part of the mission project.

Habitat for Humanity Mission Trip 2026
The Cambodia Mission team for 2026 will meet together for planning on Sunday 8th February 
in Castleknock Parish Centre following the service in St Brigid’s. it will be a great opportunity 
for the team of 14 to come together to get to know each other be�er and to con�nue with 
planning ahead of travel to Cambodia in July.

HABITAT FOR HUMANITY 2026
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CHRISTMAS IN OUR PARISHES
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On Sunday 14th December we were in the tranquil surroundings of St Thomas’ Church, Mulhuddart, with Carols by 
Candlelight.

There was great singing, Christmas readings and a wonderful message from Olive reminding us to take some �me out 
and focus on what’s really important at Christmas �me.

On Sunday 21st December there was a lovely morning of celebra�on with a Carol Service in St. Mary's, Clonsilla and 
at our Christmas Messy Church in Castleknock Parish Centre with our talented crew helping the children (and adults) 
create some amazing cra�s reminding us of the Christmas story.

Olive led our Messy Church worship with Judith on piano. Rev Colin, with the help of Olive and a toilet roll (which she 
made into a crib for baby Jesus), reminded us how so many very ordinary every day things became something 
amazing when God sent his Son on that very first Christmas. God wants to use our everyday ordinary things to do 
amazing things too!

Thanks to those who provided refreshments and the children were delighted to leave with their crea�ons and a 
selec�on box.  Later that evening there was the tradi�onal service of Nine Lessons and Carols in St Brigid’s Church.

Thanks to all who read and our organist Andrew along with our Parish Choir who sang two upli�ing Christmas 
anthems. It was wonderful to have Blanchardstown Brass Band with us to add to the occasion. We gathered a�er the 
service in the Parish Centre for fes�ve refreshments.

On Christmas morning a surprise visitor joined our worship as Rev Colin was transformed into the Grinch reminding 
us that while many try to steal Christmas there is no Christmas without the birth of the baby Jesus, our Saviour.

It was lovely to see so many in church, the children with their toys, families worshipping together.

CHRISTMAS IN OUR PARISHES
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CHRISTMAS IN OUR PARISHES
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