
A CHURCH OF GOD, A CHURCH FOR ALL
Growing together as a Christ-centred community where all are welcome, all are loved.

Parishes of Castleknock and Mulhuddart with Clonsilla

The CMC 
Times

December 2025 / January 2026



2 The CMC Times - December 2025 / January 2026

Church Flowers
Would you like to have flowers in Church in memory 
of a loved one or to remember an anniversary, a 

wedding, a bap�sm, to celebrate a special event or for 
no par�cular reason.

The flowers can be an arrangement, fresh flowers 
in a vase or a pot plant. It does not have to be 

expensive.

For more informa�on please contact 
Meryl Foster (Castleknock) or Anne O'Connor (Clonsilla)

Parish Contacts:
Rector: Rev. Colin McConaghie 087 3466140

Diocesan Readers: Stella Obe (087 2237402) &
   Olive Good (087 2451310)
Parish Readers: Femi Adoyebi & 
   Blessing Obioha

Parish Website: www.castleknock.dublin.anglican.org

Parish Administrator: Jenny McGrath

Parish Office:
Castleknock Parish Office, Main Street, Castleknock, 
Dublin 15.
01 820 0040 cmcparishoffice@gmail.com
Hours: 9.30 a.m. - 1.00 p.m. weekdays
(Closed Wednesdays)

Castleknock Na�onal School
Principal: Mrs Sandra Moloney
01 820 2611

The CMC Times:
Editor: Philip Good

Cover Photo:
Christmas Tree Fes�val exhibit depic�ng the Angel Gabriel 
and Mary.

If you wish to comment on or contribute to The CMC 
Times, the email address is: thecmc�mes@gmail.com

Come join us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/
cmcparish or on Instagram on @cmcparish

If any parishioners are unwell or due to go into 
hospital, please let us know so we can visit. 

Contact details to the le�.

Print Deadline
The next edi�on of The CMC Times will be for 
February 2026.  The deadline for ar�cles / 
photos will be Thursday 15th January 2026.

RECTOR WRITES

http://www.castleknock.dublin.anglican.org
mailto:cmcparishoffice@gmail.com
http://thecmctimes@gmail.com
http://www.facebook.com/cmcparish
http://www.facebook.com/cmcparish
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RECTOR WRITES
IS JESUS THE BRUSSELS SPROUTS OF CHRISTMAS?

Dear Friends,

That’s most likely not a ques�on you hear every day or 
let’s be honest, it’s probably a ques�on that has never 
been asked. However, as I pondered on my Christmas 
magazine notes I couldn’t get this image out of my head.

Which camp do you sit in? For me you can’t 
have a Christmas Dinner without a decent 
helping of Brussels sprouts, I love them. 
Even as I type those words I can imagine 
many of you turning your nose up at the 
very thought of having one of those small 
green vegetables on your plate. A bit like the 
debate over pineapple on your pizza, the 
ques�on of sprouts or no sprouts will likely divide 
opinion for genera�ons to come. Interes�ngly, a BBC 
survey taken last Christmas discovered that the ques�on 
of sprouts quite literally spilt a na�on. 

The thing is if you’re a sprout fan you really couldn’t 
imagine Christmas without them. If you’re not a fan then 
you couldn’t imagine Christmas with them.

So why am I comparing Brussels sprouts to Jesus? Well it 
seems to me that for many people in 2025, the thought 
of having Jesus as part of Christmas seems as off pu�ng 
as having a Brussels sprouts. In fact the research into 
Jesus at Christmas is a lot more worrying than the 50/50 
sprout opinion. Surveys going back over the last 15 years 
show an alarming fall in Christmas being seen as a 
Chris�an fes�val at all. A survey by the Chris�an Ins�tute 
in London in 2014 of 2000 children showed that a third 
did not know that Jesus had anything to do with 
Christmas at all.

While these figures may seem alarming to us in the 
church, they really shouldn’t come as a surprise with 
Christmas lights even here in Dublin now being described 
as “winter” lights and an ever increasing rise in 
commercialism where only a shiny na�vity may be seen 
to have any value to trade.

For many people in 2025 there is li�le or no thought to 
Jesus at Christmas and many, like the poor old sprout, 

would be happy to leave Jesus off 
the menu.

Where do we stand? I would hope 
that for all of us the thought of Christmas without Jesus 
is unthinkable. However, I wonder if Jesus has just 
become another side dish. Like those who con�nue to 
serve up the dish of sprouts that are o�en pushed to the 

side of the plate, is Jesus just there out of 
tradi�on or is the birth of our Saviour the 
centre point of our celebra�ons?

When the angels miraculously appeared to a 
group of random shepherds over 2000 years 
ago they declared “to you is born this day in 
the city of David a Saviour, who is the 
Messiah, the Lord.” That baby who was 

wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger was 
the one that the prophets had foretold, the one who 
would bring great light into the darkness of the world. 
That Christmas story of love and hope is as relevant 
today as it was to those shepherds. Jesus came into our 
world so that we could witness the fullness of God’s 
glory and he died on a cross so that we might have life in 
its fullness.

We can chose this Christmas to leave Jesus off the menu 
or we can keep his presence there out of tradi�on. 
Alterna�vely we can allow his light to shine in and 
through us, we can share his love with others and we can 
recognise him as Lord and Saviour not just for Christmas 
but for every part of our lives – Christmas without Jesus 
(or Brussels sprouts) makes no sense!

One of the ways to ensure Jesus stays at the centre of 
our Christmas is to come and worship together so I look 
forward to seeing many of you over the coming weeks.

On behalf of myself and Janice, I wish you a peaceful 
Christmas and New Year filled with the hope and love of 
Jesus, the light of the world.

God bless.

Rev Colin
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SERVICES FOR DECEMBER 2025
Sunday 7 The Second Sunday of Advent

10.00 a.m. Holy Communion St. Mary’s

11.30 a.m. Holy Communion St. Brigid’s

Wednesday 10 10.30 a.m. Holy Communion Castleknock Parish Centre

Sunday 14 The Third Sunday of Advent

10.00 a.m. Carol Service St. Mary’s

11.30 a.m. Castleknock National School Carol Service St. Brigid’s

8.00 p.m. Carols by Candlelight St. Thomas’

Wednesday 17 10.30 a.m. Holy Communion Castleknock Parish Centre

Sunday 21 The Fourth Sunday of Advent

10.00 a.m. Holy Communion St. Mary’s

11.30 a.m. Christmas Messy Church Castleknock Parish Centre

7.00 p.m. 9 Lessons and Carols St. Brigid’s

Wednesday 24 Christmas Eve

11.30 p.m. Holy Communion St. Brigid’s Church

Thursday 25 Christmas Day

10.00 a.m. Family Worship with Holy Communion St. Mary’s

11.30 a.m. Family Worship with Holy Communion St. Brigid’s

Sunday 28 The First Sunday of Christmas

11.30 a.m. United Service St. Brigid’s

The Wednesday service of Holy Communion con�nues in Castleknock Parish Centre at 10.30 a.m.
Live streaming will con�nue from St. Brigid’s Church on Sundays at 11.30 a.m.
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SERVICES FOR JANUARY 2026
Sunday 4 The Second Sunday of Christmas / The Epiphany

10.00 a.m. Holy Communion St. Mary’s

11.30 a.m. Holy Communion St. Brigid’s

Wednesday 7 10.30 a.m. Holy Communion Castleknock Parish Centre

Sunday 11 The First Sunday after the Epiphany: The Baptism of our Lord

10.00 a.m. Morning Prayer St. Mary’s

11.30 a.m. Morning Prayer St. Brigid’s

Wednesday 14 10.30 a.m. Holy Communion Castleknock Parish Centre

Sunday 18 The Second Sunday after the Epiphany

11.30 a.m. United Service St. Brigid’s

Wednesday 21 10.30 a.m. Holy Communion Castleknock Parish Centre

Sunday 25 The Third Sunday after the Epiphany / The Conversion of Saint Paul

10.00 a.m. Service of the Word St. Mary’s

11.30 a.m. Cornerstone St. Brigid’s

8.00 p.m. Holy Communion St. Thomas’

Wednesday 28 10.30 a.m. Holy Communion Castleknock Parish Centre

Sunday 1 February Saint Brigid

10.00 a.m. Holy Communion St. Mary’s

11.30 a.m. Holy Communion St. Brigid’s

The Wednesday service of Holy Communion con�nues in Castleknock Parish Centre at 10.30 a.m.
Live streaming will con�nue from St. Brigid’s Church on Sundays at 11.30 a.m.



6 The CMC Times - December 2025 / January 2026



The CMC Times - December 2025 / January 2026 7



8 The CMC Times - December 2025 / January 2026

Monthly Prayer Gathering
Our next Monthly Prayer Gathering meets on Monday 
19th January 2026 at 7.30pm St Mary’s, Clonsilla.

Mee�ng on the 3rd Monday of each month the Prayer 
Gathering gives the opportunity for quiet reflec�on as 
we pray for our church, community, world and those in 
need. The Prayer Gathering takes a different format 
each month and is the bedrock of our church. All are 
welcome to join us.

UPCOMING EVENTS

Advent Bible Study
Our Home Group meets for a one off Bible Study for 
Advent on Thursday 4th December at 7.30pm in the 
Rectory. The theme of the Study will be “Wai�ng” as we 
go through the Old Testament prophecies to the 
announcement and birth of Jesus. 

The Home Group is an informal way to learn more about 
the Bible and to grow in faith with others. All are 
welcome so why not come along and give it a try.

Advent Soup and Service
Our Advent Soup and Service series begins 
on Tuesday 2nd December and will run for 3 weeks. 
Mee�ng in St Mary’s, Clonsilla at 12.30pm there will be 
short reflec�ve service followed by soup 
lunch. Dona�ons for the lunch will go toward the 
Cambodia Mission with Habitat for Humanity.

We have a volunteer to make soup for the first and third 
weeks so if anyone would like to cover the second week, 
please let Rev Colin know.

Confirma�on 2026
At the �me of wri�ng we are s�ll awai�ng a date for the 
Confirma�on Service in 2026. The plan currently is to 
hold the introduc�on to Confirma�on for candidates 
and parents on Sunday 25th January at 4pm in 
Castleknock Parish Centre. This may change once we 
receive the date for the Confirma�on. For further 
informa�on, please talk to Rev Colin.

Geraldine hangs up her mop

Castleknock Graveyard 
Service

NEWS

Twenty Year Celebra�on
On Sunday 18th January we will celebrate 20 years since 
the commissioning of 
our much-loved Stella 
Obe as a Diocesan 
Reader. We will hold a 
special United Service in 
St Brigid’s followed by 
lunch in the Parish 
Centre as we mark this 
very special milestone.
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Rectory. The theme of the Study will be “Wai�ng” as we 

The Home Group is an informal way to learn more about 

BB and GB Enrolment Service
It’s always a special service when we welcome our Boys’ 
Brigade and Girls’ Brigade to St Brigid’s for their annual 
Enrolment Service. This year the service took place on 
Christ the King Sunday on 23rd November.

Well done to all the boys and girls, those who read, led 
the prayers and helped with the collec�on. Thanks for 
teaching us the ac�ons to “Who’s the King of the 
Jungle” and “God’s love is 
Bigger than a Burger”

In his talk Rev Colin 
reminded us that King Jesus 
is different from our 
celebri�es as he wants to 
know us and is always with 
us. Well done to Victoria 
who taught Gladys how to 
take her first ever selfie!

Geraldine hangs up her mop
On Friday 21st November we said a sad farewell to 
Geraldine who has been a wonderful staff member 
keeping both Castleknock Parish Centre and St Brigid’s 
clean for over 10 years. We will miss Geraldine’s hard 
work but also for our 
small team in the Parish 
Office we will miss her 
friendship and fun. Rev 
Colin presented 
Geraldine with a 
bouquet of flowers and 
a gi� voucher to mark 
her �me with us. We 
wish Geraldine every 
blessing for the future.

Castleknock Graveyard 
Service
We were delighted to welcome the local community to 
St Brigid’s in November for the annual Ecumenical 
Graveyard Service.

Rev Colin was joined by Father Damien and Father 
Francis who, following the service, performed the 
blessing of the graves for those from the Roman 
Catholic community.

Over 500 people packed the church for this special 
occasion to remember loved ones laid to rest in our 
graveyard.

NEWS



As our Christmas Tree Fes�val opened on Friday evening, 28th November, we 
gathered in the car park to sing a few Christmas songs to set the mood before 
Rev Colin led us in the countdown for the lights to be switched on. There was a 
great buzz of excitement as people made their way in to St Brigid’s to see the 
Trees for the first �me. Everyone was so impressed by the wonderful array of 
trees that looked spectacular in the darkness, though many were vowing to 
come back again to see the contrast in the daylight.

On Saturday our Arts and Cra�s Fair was opened by the Deputy Mayor, 
Councillor Grainne Maguire, along with Santa who had taken �me out of his busy 
schedule, to cut the ribbon. We had a brilliant day as the crowds flocked in as 
well as con�nuing to enjoy our Christmas Tree Fes�val.

We had a hall (and outdoors) full of beau�ful cra�s and another of superbly 
talented local ar�sts. As always the home baked goods went down a treat and 
the plants were snapped up. The burgers, hot dogs and pizza kept us all fed and 
the children loved their visit to Santa’s Gro�o as well as the face pain�ng and 
balloon modelling.

On Sunday a�ernoon even Rev Colin became a Christmas Tree as we sang 
farewell to a weekend of celebra�on. Following a steady flow of visitors 
throughout the day, the church was filled as we sang Carols with the help of our 
Parish Choir and the Cineálta Choir and reflected upon the greatest gi� of all, 
Jesus, and how we can see that gi� in the community that was all around us in 
the amazingly created trees.

As the lights were switched off and the trees and boards (mostly) cleared away 
we were all le� with the memory of a brilliant weekend that will hopefully burn 
bright in our memories as a major event for our churches.

Thank you to all of you who got stuck in and helped out and invited people and 
came along to make the weekend such a success.

The Arts and Cra�s Fair was a wonderful day and it was lovely for Rev Colin get 
the chance to chat to so many of you even briefly amongst the busyness. The 
Christmas Trees were absolutely stunning 
with such wonderful crea�vity as well as 
great messages. All we can say is thank 
you to everyone, it truly was a team effort 
and a memorable event and a reminder 
how special our church community is and 
how blessed we are to have each other.
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CHRISTMAS TREE FESTIVAL AND 
ARTS AND CRAFTS FAIR

CHRISTMAS TREE FESTIVAL AND 
ARTS AND CRAFTS FAIR
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CHRISTMAS TREE FESTIVAL AND 
ARTS AND CRAFTS FAIR
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CHRISTMAS TREE FESTIVAL AND 
ARTS AND CRAFTS FAIR

NEWS

Annual Christmas Appeal

Christmas Card Compe��on



The CMC Times - December 2025 / January 2026 13

NEWS

Annual Christmas Appeal
Our Annual Christmas Appeal for 2025 will con�nue to support the work 
of the Mustard Seed in their outreach to those who find themselves 
without a home. We will be collec�ng dona�ons of hats, scarves, gloves 
and socks, which can be le� at any of our Church services over 
December or dropped into the Parish Office. Please give as generously 
as you can as we con�nue to reach out to serve others.

Christmas Card Compe��on
Congratula�ons to Sophie G from 5th Class in Castleknock Na�onal School 
who was the overall winner of our Design a Christmas Card compe��on. 
The theme this year was “Peace on Earth” and Sophie’s design features on 
our parish Christmas Card, which will be arriving to all households in the 
parish in the coming days, if you haven’t already received yours.

Congratula�ons also to Lily from 3rd Class who won 
the Junior Sec�on and Eva from 5th Class who won 
the Senior Sec�on. Frankie from 1st Class and 
Chloe in 4th Class were our runners up.

All of our prize winners were presented with their prizes at school assembly. Well done to all 
the children who entered there were some wonderful designs.

Scan to Pay
If you would like to 
make a contribution 
to the upkeep of our 
churches you can do 
so by scanning the QR 
code.
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ORGANISATIONS NEWS

Youth Group Christmas Jumper Celebra�on
You can’t beat homemade pizza! At Youth Group in November we enjoyed making our own 
pizzas. As everyone chose their own toppings Rev Colin reminded us that although we are all 
different we are all part of God’s family.

Thank you to Janice who helped with our pizzas!

Youth Group meets again for our Christmas Special on 
Sunday 7th December at 6pm in Castleknock Parish 
Centre. This will be a great evening of fun and crazy 
games all on the Christmas theme with some 
Christmas goodies as well. Everyone is encouraged to 
wear a Christmas jumper or t-shirt!

Please encourage young people to come along and be 
part of our church family.

Cra� Corner
We were very produc�ve at our October get-
together crea�ng items for our Christmas Tree 
Fes�val submissions.  Well done to all who 
came!  At �me of going to press in November 
we will have been busy making book markers 
using dried flowers.  We hope to enjoy each 
others company in December with lunch in Cummiskey’s – not a 
scissors or glue s�ck in sight! 

Cra� Corner is growing slowly and we would encourage anyone to 
come along for a relaxing morning in friendly company and enjoy a 
cuppa too.

Wishing all a lovely Christmas and stay safe.

Mothers’ Union

Castleknock National School

ORGANISATIONS NEWS
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Mothers’ Union
Mothers' Union held their AGM on Monday 3rd 
November, on the night we were delighted to celebrate 
members long service to Mothers' Union with cer�ficates presented to a number of members. Sadie Smullen for 40 
years, Valerie Greene 50 years, and Marie Bannister 55 years in 2024. Beatrice Richards had reached 60 years and 
received her cer�ficate at the Wednesday Service. 

We are looking forward to our final mee�ng of the year on December 1st when Ruby Bannister will be ge�ng us to do 
some Christmas cra�s. Also on the night we will have some Christmas treats.

Castleknock National School
The Friday before midterm we welcomed Joyce Grainger from Team Hope to Assembly 
to talk to the pupils and to encourage them to take �me out over midterm to prepare 
shoe boxes for distribu�on to needy children in Africa or Eastern Europe.

The pupils and teachers rose to the challenge and once back from midterm the pile of 
shoe boxes grew and grew.  In total 74 shoe boxes were filled with items to include the 4 
W’s – wash, wear, write and WOW.  A number of school families used Team Hope’s facility to donate a virtual shoe 
box.  

Joyce came back to collect the shoe boxes and bring them to the distribu�on centre.  Some of the 6th class pupils 
helped to fill her car to the brim with the shoe boxes and she was 
delighted with the generosity of the pupils and staff again this year for 
this very worthy cause.

We had an unfortunate incident with a burst water pipe over the 
midterm, our thanks to the Board of Management, parents and staff 
who stepped in over the midterm to deal with the immediate a�ermath 
and to prevent further damage.  Our thanks to the parents who came to 
help relocate classrooms to other areas of the building to allow the 
damaged classrooms to dry out.  Well done to the staff and pupils for 
coping with alternate arrangements for the first weeks of term.  It is 
great to see the community spirit of the school come together at �mes 
like these.

November was a busy month with representa�ves from 6th Class 
a�ending the Diocesan Primary Schools Service, 4th Class visi�ng the 
Dead Zoo Lab at the Natural History Museum, 5th & 6th class comple�ng 
their marathon with the final mile run at Morton Stadium, 3rd & 4th class 
having a visit from Water Safety Ireland on water safety and 
representa�ves from 5th & 6th class par�cipa�ng in the FAI School 
Ac�vi�es Day.

ORGANISATIONS NEWS



Wednesday Club
The Wednesday Club had a very interes�ng visit to the 
Criminal Courts in November. They had the opportunity 
to sit in on a few court hearings as well as a guided tour 
of the court prisons and a courtroom. 

In December the 
Wednesday Club had a 
lovely Christmas Lunch in 
the Gourmet Food Parlour 
in Dunshaughlin. It was a 
wonderful a�ernoon of 
good food, good company 
and good chat. Well done 
to the commi�ee for 
organising this and all the 
events during the year.
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Castleknock Girls’ Brigade
We were delighted to welcome back the girls on Wednesday 17th and Saturday 20th September for the new session, 
along with some new members especially on a Saturday morning.  We said goodbye to a few girls who had moved 
house or had taken on new ac�vi�es, which means they are unable to return this year.  We have been enjoying a 
wide range of ac�vi�es including dancing, cra�s, scripture, games, badgework, singing, STEAM and baking.

During November, the girls all worked on our four trees for the Christmas Tree Fes�val, the Explorer coloured baubles 
depic�ng some of the Bible stories we are looking at this year for our Spiritual Tree.  They also coloured some with 
the different names of Jesus which were used on the Prophets Foretold tree. The Juniors, Seniors and Brigaders made 
decora�ons for our Educa�onal tree as we love making cra�s at GB.  The Brigaders also used various pieces of 
apparatus which we use for dancing and skipping to make our Physical tree and every girl in the company drew their 
hands for our Service tree showing how we use our talents to raise funds for those less fortunate than ourselves.  
Well done girls for all the hard work, the trees looked fabulous at the Christmas Tree Fes�val.

Also in November, we joined with the Boys’ Brigade for our Annual Enrolment Service in St Brigid’s Church.  It was 
great to see so many of the girls and leaders come to Church to make and renew their promises as GB members.

The girls will enjoy their Christmas Ou�ngs in December to Zoo Playland in Leisureplex for the Tiny Tots and Explorers, 
and Bowling in Leisureplex for the Juniors, Seniors and Brigaders.

New members in all sec�ons are very welcome especially our Saturday morning groups 
(age 3 - 8 years), so if you know any girls who would like to join Castleknock Girls’ Brigade, 
please contact Olive at 087 2451310 or email 42ndcocastleknock@girlsbrigadeirl.ie to sign 
up for a trial period.

ORGANISATIONS NEWS
Buy A Brick for Cambodia

HABITAT FOR HUMANITY 2026
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the different names of Jesus which were used on the Prophets Foretold tree. The Juniors, Seniors and Brigaders made 

The girls will enjoy their Christmas Ou�ngs in December to Zoo Playland in Leisureplex for the Tiny Tots and Explorers, 

Buy A Brick for Cambodia
You can support our church mission trip to Cambodia in 
July 2026 through “Buy a Brick.” Donate to the build at 
any �me in cash or directly through our online 
fundraising page
h�ps://habita�reland.enthuse.com/cf/cmc-
cambodia2026

If you donate via our online page and your dona�on is 
for our Buy A Brick campaign, please note it in the 
comment sec�on or let one of the team know.

We know that many of you would have liked to join the 
team but are unable to do so for numerous reasons or 

have asked about suppor�ng the 
team financially. If anyone would 
like to make a larger dona�on to 
perhaps support a team member 
cover the cost please speak to 
Rev Colin or Olive Good

Remember you don’t have to li� a hammer to be part of 
the mission project.

HABITAT FOR HUMANITY 2026
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